Our Future Summit Meeting Minutes – February 10, 2005

Growth and Economic Development 

Develop in a manner that preserves Summit County’s character.

Create a new Town at the Ute Pass Road area. This could include “affordable housing”, basic Town services, and offer efficient transportation in and out.

Will the County get built out if certain challenges don’t get addressed now?

Let’s avoid the sprawl of Southern Florida.

More balance in taxation. Rather than add more retail to generate sales tax, balance out services with an increase in property tax.

Diversify the economy making less dependence on Tourism.

Dedicate open space.

Consider “Home Rule?”

Encourage more diverse business in the County. Business types other than retail.

County assistance for new businesses.

DSL and High Speed internet throughout the County.

County planning needs to be visionary, going out 15 to 25 years.

Big retail squelches the voice of the individual. Are there better alternatives?

Bury power lines.

How is a sustainable economy created without endless growth?

Transportation and Environment 
Create an emergency road from Wildernest which goes over I 70 to the Dam Road.

I 70 congestion is and will become a bigger problem. Maybe truckers could be compensated to avoid the highways on high travel days.

I 70 should be a priority.

Any highway change should include Light rail trains, standard or high speed trains.

Monorail.

Expand the lanes on HWY 285, possibly relieving some I 70 congestion.

Monorail or light or standard rail between the mountain towns from Silverthorne to Edwards.

Make certain that all development respects clean air and water.

Preserve the forests and wildlife.

The County is getting too much light pollution. Can the lighting be changed to minimize this?

We need to be fully committed to environmental stewardship.

Could the County or the Resorts consider providing some type of transportation to Kremmling and Leadville and some of the other Towns in which some of our County employees live?

Housing, Healthcare and Immigration 

Address the problem of homeless people in the County by providing a shelter.    

Senior housing will be needed: assisted living and nursing facilities, perhaps as a part of an existing medical facility, offering opportunity for shared services. 

More affordable housing.

Affordable housing may cause us to rethink density in order to accommodate it.

People are commuting to our County because they cannot afford to live here.

Immigration issues continue. This needs to be a priority. Immigrants who have applied for Alien Registration Cards (aka Green Cards) cannot obtain drivers licenses or vehicle registrations.  Homeland security is requiring non permanent resident aliens to wear a tracking device. Citizens need greater understanding of immigration issues so that treatment of immigrants can be more fair and just.

Greater support for people that are struggling with chemical and other substance abuse and other issues.

Education and the Arts 

The County will be enriched with a Performing Arts Center.

Getting high school students more involved in the government and legislative process, increased “civic” education.

More citizen support of teachers.

More emphasis on arts and art education.

“Working together” aka: Intra Town sharing and cooperation 

Elected officials need to be more accountable to the citizens.

Combine the services of the Towns, making one government, one police force, etc.

Consolidating the Towns could make negotiations with the Denver Water Board more effective.

More “Make Difference Days.”

How can the County design and plan and provide services to benefit the greatest number of citizens?

Working together would end the sales tax competition between the Towns.

The idea of one government entity is more holistic.

General Comments

We need more research.

We need more creativity in addressing our challenges.

We should emphasize the “collective good” for the County instead of “survival of the fittest”

What is our legacy?

How do we merge divergent ideas around many of these ideas?

Other comments…

How do we proceed?

Review County Master Plan.

Become educated in the issues by forming research groups.

Provide information to decision makers.

Keep focus specific.

Let’s do a questionnaire to get some focus.

Prioritize.

Have meetings available to be viewed on local cable.

